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 The ships came from the east.                They just appeared on the horizon one day,  

as if they had dropped from the sky.            They were bigger than any boats  

the people had ever seen,           and they floated toward the shore like small mountains. 

     When Moctezuma’s  messengers saw the ships, they hurried back to Tenochtitlan. 

     “Strange people have come          to the shores of the great sea,”      

they told their ruler.               “They have very light skin and long beards,  

and their hair only comes down to their ears.          They sit on huge deer that carry them 

wherever they want to go.” 

     Moctezuma listened to the news in silence.                    His mind raced.   

     Quetzalcoatl (keht –zahl-COH-ah-tul) has appeared!           He thought.  

He has come back to reclaim his throne! 
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